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Dermatophytes are classified in three genera and 50 species essentially on the basis of their gross colonial characteristics and micromorphology. Pleomorphism and atypical sporulation have made medical mycologists aware of the need to evaluate other criteria to rapidly and reliably identify dermatophyte species. Although there now exist biochemical methods, serological tests, involving antisera produced against reference antigens, remain the major alternate laboratory procedure for the differentiation of some dermatophyte species (1, 2, 5) . The problem with these assays arise from the fact that polyvalent antisera prepared against the authentic strains of the dermatophytes cross-react in serological tests, and adsorption procedures lead to the total loss of reactivity. Hybridoma technology offers the potential to solve these problems, and in this study, we were sacrificed, and their spleens were removed. The spleen cells were fused to an equal number of NS1 cells by polyethylene glycol 1000 (Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.). The cell culture was subjected to a 1-month selection regime by adding hypoxanthine, aminopterin, and thymidine (Flow Laboratories, Irvine, Ayrshire, United Kingdom) to the culture medium. For screening the hybrids (the cells producing the desired antibody) the hybrid fluids were tested by enzyme-linked immunoassay (6) . Hybridoma cultures secreting the desired antibody were propagated and cloned by limiting dilution in the presence of mouse thymocytes. Clones continuing to produce the antibody were expanded. The monoclonality of the antibody produced by the various clones was ascertained by testing them by immunodiffusion against rabbit anti-mouse immunoglobulin antisera (Miles Laboratories, Elkhart, Ind.). For producing ascites fluid from which concentrated immunoglobulin could be obtained, an intraperitoneal injection of 107 hybridoma cells was administered to Pristane-treated (Sigma Chemical Co.) (0.5 ml intraperitoneally) syngeneic BALB/c mice. The clones were frozen at -70°C and then maintained in liquid nitrogen.
Serological tests. An enzyme-linked immunoassay used for selecting the antibody-producing hybrids. To detect the reactivity of monoclonal antibodies in the ascites fluid to the homologous or heterologous antigens, an agar gel-double diffusion procedure was used (4 
